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and we continue to add bricks. The annual ceremony, memorial statue, and engraved bricks have become
important to people who come every year. We work with the KSU Hotel to offer lunch for veterans before the
ceremony at 2 p.m. The idea of creating a video was a way to capture Mr. Danhire's description of the memorial
itself and thoughts from some local veterans, especially those from WWII. Ms. Amrhein said the five (5) veterans
present at tonight's meeting participated in personal interviews, which were used by Connie Collins to create the
video that will be shown. The video will be used to raise awareness of the Kent Central Gateway Veterans
Memorial and the opportunity to purchase bricks for the walk way, which, in turn, will support the memorial itself
and hopefully also support additional veteran interviews and videos.
The video created by Connie Collins of Essential Story was then shown.
Following the video, Mr. Sissier and Ms. Amrhein presented each of the veterans with a framed copy of the
resolution, along with their personal interview on video and the final video created to raise awareness.
Mr. Sissier then introduced Mr. Ron Habowski who wanted to say a few words.
Mr. Habowski said he initially got involved with the Veterans Memorial at the Kent Central Gateway by purchasing
a brick. Last summer, he attended his 501h class reunion. As part of that reunion, the class decided to purchase
bricks for the veterans from their graduating class. He said the class has purchased about 43 bricks to date and
is still in the process of tracking down more veterans from their graduating class. The experience, he said, has
been wonderful. He challenged everyone to go back to their groups, whether it be Kiwanis, Jaycees, the Portage
County Bar Association, or any other organization, and determine who the veterans are and purchase bricks for
them. He concluded by thanking the Board for allowing him to speak.
Mr. Sissier thanked Mr. Habowski and said there is no reason for an executive session. He then asked Mr.
Hairston if he would like to add anything.
Mr. Hairston said he would like to take a picture of the Board members and guests for the newspaper and the
PARTA Press after the meeting. He said the FTA was very proud of what PARTA has done with the Veterans
Memorial.
Ms. Amrhein recognized Connie Collins and thanked her for interviewing the veterans and telling their stories in
the video that was shown tonight.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Sissier thanked everyone for coming and entertained a motion to adjourn.
Mr. Dominic Bellino made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Virginia Harris seconded the motion. Motion
to adjourn passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Fletcher
Executive Assistant
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